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Abstract 
Research promotes the maintenance of groups of researchers in the latest scientific knowledge while stimulating the development 
of scientific reasoning of those involved, teachers and students. The research results have a direct impact on domestic and 
international prestige for both individual researchers and the group to which it belongs. The paper aims to explore the possibility 
of involving communities in the process of academic research and innovation by analyzing the selection of projects, namely by 
promoting the concept of 'smart specialization'.Between 2014 - 2020 will be given special attention in the selection of projects to 
ensure their inclusion in financial indicators and achievement, seek and achieve appropriate links between research and the real 
economy. 
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1. Main text  
In 2007, the European Commission launched the "Practical Guide of EU funding opportunities for Research and 
Innovation" to help those interested to find the path to various existing European funding. To achieve the objectives 
contained in the guide, it is necessary to promote the knowledge economy through research, technological 
development and innovation (RDI). 
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Progress and performance have always been a challenge in the European Union. Establishing a performance 
framework in the operational programs is one of the tools that can get the focus on results of FESI (European 
Structural Funds and Investment). It is composed of a set of financial indicators and achievement implementing key 
steps defined for each priority axis of the European Union (European Commission, 2011). 
Scientific research is an academic activity, which comprises defining and redefining problems, formulating 
hypotheses or solutions, collecting, organizing and evaluating data, structuring of deductive reasoning and 
conclusions, which checks to see if they match the assumptions. In another formulation, research is the manipulation 
of things, concepts and symbols in order to extend, correct or verify knowledge. 
Academic community involvement in the selection process of projects can be done by analyzing the 5 criteria 
specific to each operations: 
- Relevance of the project - resulted from project's contribution to national objectives and specific strategies and 
regional (creating jobs, increasing productivity, the proposed investment structure, location in competitiveness poles 
/ poles of growth, etc.). Relevance of the project is the criteria which aims in what measure the proposed project 
answers the area of interest to the donor. A good demonstration of the relevance is made with reference to the local 
strategy papers, regional or sectorial with the analysis related to their needs. 
- The quality and coherence of the project - resulting from the quality of technical and financial proposal: clear 
objectives and activities, proper planning of implementation, consistency of proposed activities planned, 
implementation schedule and budget; identifying potential risks and solutions to reduce / avoid them, as appropriate. 
- Maturity of the project - resulted, for example from the availability of studies / licenses / necessary 
authorizations for project implementation, beginning of the public procurement process (where applicable), etc. The 
project proposal must be clear, coherent, realistic and feasible with respect to the proposed transactions, deadlines,  
budget related, cost-benefit of their efficiency. 
- project sustainability - resulted from the ability of the applicant to ensure operation and maintenance of the 
investment (technical, financial, human resources) when the grant ends without non- refundable financial support. 
Project sustainability is that criteria that brings to a project not only believable in the evaluation process, but rather 
the extent to which the project conditions to exist after closing the financing, generate services, mechanisms, 
structures and resources to multiply the positive effects from the official investment. 
- Institutional capacity of the applicant or, where appropriate, the applicant's project implementation capacity 
(human resources adequate, relevant previous experience). 
Implementation of the "knowledge triangle '- education-research-innovation is crucial for the development of the 
country. 
Within the knowledge triangle of education-research-innovation, universities play an essential role by generating 
new knowledge through training highly qualified human resources, the transfer and diffusion of knowledge for 
socio-economic environment. 
The knowledge triangle will represent the strength of Europe 2020 strategy for achieving the desired level of 
global competitiveness. 
It must support basic research and advanced technologies, the impact on the development of economy and society 
based on knowledge. 
Increasing innovative capacity, harnessing the creative capacity of teachers and students through the transfer of 
knowledge, products and technology in the economic environment is one of the determinants of socio-economic 
mission of universities (Dumitrache, 2013). 
Through system research - development - innovation the academic aims to develop science and technology, 
seeking to develop nationally and internationally, improving social  quality and increasing knowledge with potential 
of valuing and extend the horizon of action. Academic has an important role in the national research, development 
and innovation system, much of the significant results in Romanian scientific research being obtained by teachers 
from higher education 
The academic community through specific functions assumed in society is called upon to develop scientific 
research programs oriented towards new directions and priorities in science, to manage research teams and schools 
of excellence by optimizing resources through advanced management knowledge and resources. 
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The shift to a knowledge-based economy requires the development priority of generating capacity and 
dissemination of scientific and technological knowledge and use in the production, which means increasing the 
supply of knowledge finally materialized in innovation of products, processes and services. 
Increasing capacity for generating knowledge and assimilate (use) of them in economy and society depends to a 
decisive extent - as I said - funding factor seen in two important situations: 
1. increasing the volume of financial resources (investment and operating expenses) intended to increase the 
stock of knowledge and capacity for generation, dissemination and use of new scientific and technological 
knowledge; 
2. diversifying the funding sources by employing massive private sector and capital markets in financial support 
of RDI activities (Iancu A, 2004). 
An important role in the future period will be smart specialization , which supports RDI reorientation of policies 
towards those research activities that delivers results with economic relevance. This includes: 
- Stimulation of a specific type of economic behavior, with ambitions and regional or global orientation; 
- Understanding the social impact of science, technology and economic activities in the relevant sectors; 
- Interdisciplinary research and development. 
As such, smart specialization areas are open in principle to any scientific disciplines, thus addressing a broad 
categories of researchers. 
Smart specialization is supported by a set of tools that: 
- Cover the entire spectrum of creative activities, from idea to market; 
- Highlight the collaborations and partnerships between different operators (National Authority for Scientific 
Research, 2013). 
The main lines of action are directed towards development projects initiated by companies, centers of 
competence, innovation infrastructure (accelerators and business incubators tehnolologic transfer centers), doctoral 
and postdoctoral programs in priority areas of research infrastructures ("roadmap" national), organizational 
performance and concentration, a mechanism of strategic orientation. 
Smart specialization refers to a new generation of policies for research and innovation that go beyond 
investments in research and development and general capacity for innovation. A strategy for smart specialization is 
different from the usual strategy of innovationby the fact that (European Commission, 2012): 
- Its theoretical basis not only take into account typical issues related to research and skills, but also all the 
advantagesfor example geographical location, population structure, climate, natural resources, and aspects of 
applicationfor example societal needs, potential clients, innovation in the public sector. This will encourage a 
country or a region to combine know-how of its unique and its production capacity for new combinations and 
innovations; 
- Smart specialization is not a top-down decision, but one developed and implemented in a dynamic process of 
entrepreneurial discovery that involves key stakeholders in a collaborative form of leadership; 
- It has a global perspective on the potential competitive advantages and markets as well as potential cooperation 
with innovators beyond the geographical boundaries; 
- It does not focus on generating new knowledge anywhere but recommends stocking existing knowledge and 
technologies for innovation in all possible forms, including, among others, organizational, marketing, user-generated 
and social innovation; 
- This consists in prioritizing in limited resources period and orientation of investments on comparative 
advantages to accumulate critical mass and thus excel by differentiating other country or region; 
- smart specialization does not relates to the selection of the winners as regards sector or technology, but cross 
exchanges between and among sectors and technologies. 
In Romania, in the years 2014 - 2020, investment in research will be directed around the four areas 
of relevant  specialization intelligence for our country, namely: bio-economy, information and communication 
technology, energy and environment, namely eco-technologies (European Commission, 2012): 
- Bio-economy: the field benefits from the huge potential of Romanian agriculture in the context of local food 
industries increasingly active and growing standards, success of applied research in the field and pharmaceutical 
industry, and in the context of global trends as high  demand of food prodicts; 
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- Information technology: the field is one of the most dynamic in the country. The industry is supported by 
entrepreneurial experience gained in the past decades, the high quality of higher education and academic research in 
relevant scientific disciplines, and the presence of major multinational companies. 
- Energy and environment: preserving the environment is a priority for all current policies under massive 
investment to be made in remediation and recycling techniques in managing water resources and wetlands; 
- Eco-technologies: nanotechnologies have great potential innovative SMEs and provides support technological 
competitiveness of Romania. Chances to attract foreign investment and develop high technology sectors. Domain is 
supported by a developed technical education , with important contributions from the industries mentioned. 
Beyond level of proposed investments for RDI, the national plan for Romania's competitiveness records the 
importance of focusing of expenditure to real value added measures that stimulate research and innovation in the 
private sector, to promote excellence and smart specialization and to stimulate cooperation between universities / 
institutes of research base and industry. 
Research, development and innovation will be directed to areas that present challenges for society, such as 
climate change, efficient use of energy and resources, demographic change and health. 
All measures relating to research, development and innovation can be placed in the context of the European 
Union, both in terms of knowledge transfer and mobility of researchers and the Romanian integration in European 
infrastructure research (Ministry of European Funds, 2013). 
2. Conclusion 
Only with a well-proportioned funding and managed of research and development-innovation can be achieved 
objectives of lifting the competitiveness of Romanian products and services on the European single market and 
transition to new knowledge-based economy along with other developed European countries. 
Human resources training process is required to be rethought and oriented toward developing new skills and 
abilities that allow an understanding of change as an opportunity with the opening to new ideas in a cultural 
diversity in the new knowledge-based society. 
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